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A sumnmer afterncon fishing trip ended in tragedy Tues.

day when Billy Dean Rutledge, 18 year old son of Mr.
and Mrs. Dean Rutledge of 21 Laurel.Street, Porterdale,
drowned in Finning Shoals in Alcovy river, aboul 8 mile
from Covington off Jackson
basketball plaver at Newion
County High School

According to Newton County
Sheriff John Berry who w
called to the scene, voung Ru
ledge, who could not swim, wa
grappling for fish among the
vocks of the shallow water. wilh
Larry 18, Leon 21, and Delano,
' 24, Harper, also of Porterdale,
lwhen he slipped inte a 25 ff.
| hole of water about 3:00 o’clock.
1 His companions who were un-
able fo rescue him, had to run
more than a mile fo the near-
est telephone to summon aid
Leon Harper was sglightlv in-
Ljured in rescue efforts when he
was swept against rocks in ihe
swift water,

Sheriff Berry alerted mem-~
bers of the Jlocal National
"Guard, Civil Defense, Fire
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body could be brought in. ;
Billy Dean. who would have.

been a Newilon County Hi
senior this fall, was re
named to the North Gec
A11-Star basketball team. and
}

Eatonton and Monticello, Sam
Cowan, Covington Funeral Di-
‘rector, was also on f
with oxygen as was local Civil
Defense Director R. T. Flovd.
‘Rescue operations were hamp-
ered by swift currents and un-
dertows of the swollen river.
- The body was not recovered |
‘until 8:10 pom., when it was |
Tocated at a ten-fool depth a-|
bout 50 vards downstream by |
Otis Parish, Jr. Fire Depariment
member, who was draggin
from a boat with Tebo Tugg
Their boat was swept danger-
ously near the shoals, and had
to be pulled ocut of the rapids

was to have plaved in the
< North-South All-Star in Al-
lanta, August 6.

Survivors
ants, three sisters,
Strange of Madison; Rifa
Karen Rutledge: and
rothers, Michael and J.
Rutledge of Covington,
Much credit for recov
e body

ztor
McCoart, swimmers from the
FFA-FHA Camp and Coving-
ton, and neighbors and friends
who' reported to the scene of
the tragedy soon after it was
phoned in fo authorities.
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baskethall player, drowned
dge was a star )

Rutledge's crowning
was o have been on Augusi § at the Alexander Mem-
orial Coliseum in Atlanta. Fle was recently chosen as
a member of the Norih Georgis All-Blar team.

ger Drowns
Dean Rutledge, 17-y¢
ewton County High Sche
Covington in the Ale
Tuesday night.

Police said Tutled
and fell into the rai
river while fshing. Th
panions attempted to-
Three hours later, the b
located in about 15 feet

Rutledge averaged 18

his school. He wes fo ha
in the North-South Al
ketball game, Aug. 6,

Denny Halcomb,
Russell to the Regio
dmmpionship, was pa
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Hearis of hundreds of Newton Countains were sad-
demed Tuesday alternocon when informed of the accl-
dental drowning of Billy Dean Rutledge, star basketball
player on the Newten Couniy Ham ieam last vyesr.
Billy Dean, 18, was perhaps the grealest basketball
player to ever perform for the Hams.

Rutledge led the attack of Coach Henald Bradley's
team during the past season to a remarkable 21-1 regu-
lar season slate. He averaged 18 peints per gams and
was an oulstanding floor guard as well as an accurate
shot at ihe baskel.

We kmow ihat the hearis of four men -— his

soaches — probably feel the sting of his being taken
wway from youth in his prime. more than anveone else
sxcept his immediate family. Rilly Crowell started
> Billy Dean on his court career at the Porterdale Junior

High School. As a member of the Newton "B” team he
plaved under Coach Kirk Price. His first year as 2
member of the Bam varsity was for Coach Don Shes,
This past year Coach Bradley belped bring out his
further poteniialities. :

achievement In basketball

Oy deepest sympathy goes out fo members of his
today on his uniimely death. Aihletic fans
n County have frul

lost a fine young man

chief, directed rescue operations.

thiete, 17

Drowns Near

Covington

A senior and star afhlete al’

Newton County High School was
drowned Tuesday in the rain-swol-
en Alcovy River

pite efforts of
hree  compan-
ions to save him,
police said,

He was Billy

... Newton High

school basketball

Bilty Dean Rutim&g&wmp
scheduled to play with the Nerth
All-Stars in the all-star game
scheduled in Aflanta Aug. 6.

The youth last vear scored an ..

“average of 18 points a game and
was considered one of the stale's
outstanding high school basketball
and baseball players.

Rutledge and three companions
—Delano Harper, 24; Larry Har-
per, 18, and Leon Harper, 21, all
of the Porterdale section, were
{ishing.

Rutledge slipped on a rock, of-
ficers said. His three companions
attempted vainly to reach him.
One, Larry Harper, was slightly
injured as he fell on rocks.

Newton Coroner Sam Cowan
and R. T. Flovd, Covingfon fire

dy was located in
- of water four hou

7

He was.




Billy Dean BRutledge, star
basketball plaver of the New-
ton County high school team
wheo drowned Tuesday afternoon
in the Alcovy River, receive
ed his final tribute from friends,
former fellow-students and
neighbors at the Porterdale

Gymmnasium  Thursday  after-

noon at 3:30 o’clock.
Due to young Ru
numerable host of frie

funeral was held in the spaci-|
ous gymnasium instead of the |

Church  of Qur Lord Jesus
Christ in Porterdale. More than
1,000 persons attended the ser-

rice a heard the last eulogy | . . . !
vice and heard the Tast eulogy o park their vehicles on High-~ |
to the young man delivered by = P ;
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Bishop J. T. Pavne,

The minister stressed that he

didn't know of any young man
who had more friends and ac-
cuaintances than Billy Dean.
“These young people and adulls
here iodav,to pav their last
respects fo ‘Billy Dean attests
to his popularity,” he emphasiz-
ed.

Floral offerings, displaved
throughout the big gymnasinm
were beautiful and some of an
unusual design. In the hasket-
ball baskel of the gym & hups
basketball design with 1
words “All-Star” on it graced
the backboard through wh
. the deceased voung man had

Rutledge was laid to rest

Coach Ronald Bradley has
announced that the NCHS
Athletic Dept. will perman-
ently refire the late Billy
Dean Rutledge's familiar
Number 13. Ceremonies will
be held at the first home has-
ketball game of the coming
seasen on Nevember 21, This
is the Tirst time that a loeal
athlete’s number will have
been retired.

& * * ®
ounds the Mne nf cars were
noted all the way around the
cemetery and many persons had

arEn

The three representatives of
the Caldwell and Cowan Fun-

eral Home, who were in charge

of the arrangemenis and the in-
terment, were Sam  Cowan,

Lewis Caldwell and & W,

Horning, !

Other than the grief-siricken
family, almost BYErY person
present when the caskel was
lowered imto the grave, stood
sadly and with a heavy heart
and tear-filled eyes as young

started his cage ecareer soma.

eight years ago under Porter-
dale Coach Billy Crowell,

Membe of his basketball
team of last season were select.
ed as pallbearers. Thevy were
Ed Hertwig, Billy Shaw, Gerald
Autry, Richard Moore, Bobby
Mobley and  Larry Harper.
Honarary  pallbearers WET &
Larry Parnell, Perry Havmore,
Pat Campbell, Johnny Capes,
Allan Rowe; Phillip Freeman,
John  Richardson. Tony Me-
Clure, Bobh Mitchell, Jimmy
Picketf, Robest Budd. Jimmy
Johnson. Coaches Ronald Brad-
ley, Don Shea, Billy Crowell,
Bobby Way, Prof, Homer Sharp,
and News Sports Editor Bob
Gresr,

Mot all the persons attending
the funeral were from Newton
County as baskethall plavers
from Social Circle, Conyers and
McDonough were present for
the last rites;

When the funers! processi
left the church for the trip to
the Lawnwood Memorial Park
on the Covington-Atlanta high-
way cars stretched the roy

ession reached the buri

cenfs, Mr. and Mrs,
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‘Don and
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S extends deepest
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family. Caldwell and




