rer than score,
h, he wnulﬁ make a sudden pass from
outside to a

By HAL HAYES
Any trace of drama awaiting Saturday’s finals curtain call
al the state AA basketball tournament will be anticlimactic.
Sandy Springs, which produced one of Georgia's most aar‘rhx

shaking plots Th zxrﬁday night, will live in mem-
ory as ?he “thespian” who upstaged everybody.

As 4,500 stood, jumped and velled in com-
plete aban,dwiy Coach Stan Moses” Panthers
earned its academy award status by knocking
off all-powerful Newton County, 63-56. The deed
sabotaged the dynasty built by Ronald Bradley.

Before Thursday came, Newton County had
won 42 straight. This included a sweep of 1964s
AA classic. The Rams had zipped past 34 foes
this season, behind the lead of Tim Christian,
Stan Harris, Wayne Hall and pals.

Few, seriously, gave the Panthers even a

Hal Haves
courtesy chance of upending Newton County. Even the most

loyal of Sandy Springs’ athletic following never seriously
thought this would be the night of nights.

Except, maybe, the Panthers themselves. Surely, the way
they played, Richard Thibus, Mike Forbes, Dallas deal!; Bob
Wills, Alan Robbins and mates had other ideas.

“We sacrificed personal glory for team effort,” Moses said
afterwards. “And, every boy went out there and did his very
beat ” He said the team expressed confidence throughout the

; ieyer telling him durmg a timeout: “Don’t sweat if,

Larry Long Fim Boslick ten Brewer Hussell 8
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It took Vernom Warren, the personable coach of Cass High,
Cassville, fo sum up why, maybe, a team excels {o greafer de-
grees away from home:

“My boys simply don’t want to go back o school!”

Charles Cates, the right hand of Sam Burke’s GHSA head-
quarters office In Thomaston, is coordinator of the AA tourna-
ment. The able gentleman was a key force behind the huge
success of last week's Constitution-GHSA co-sponsored AAA
tournament, also at Alexander Memorial Coliseum.

Cates, a winner by habit, continues in efficiency this week.

Except for the remaining girls B and C fournaments, state
basketball passes for another year Saturday night. Preparing
for the passing of this sport, Atlanta’s Dugout Club is set to
usher in baseball bright and early Saturday morning.

The club will present ifs ba seball clinic £ vom 10 a.m. until
3 p.m. Saturday at Georgia Tech’s Rose Bowl Field. The ad-
mission is free and lunch will be served compliments of the
club.

The affair is open to college coaches, players, high school
coaches :;mi players, all youth baseball rz‘dragfﬁw and any in-
terested fan. Heading the panel for the clinic will be Harry
Lloyd, E. E* “Red” Whitsett, Jim Luck, Bud Theodocion, Hs
Lockhart, Julian Mock and Jack Short.
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AUBURN’S RALPH JORDAN |
; Newton County’s T

o * * * *

TIGERS SAY
CHRISTIAN'S
TOP T-MAN

Special to Aflanta Joyrnal-Coustitution
COVINGTON — Newton
County High School’s fabled
ootball and basketball (gnd
aseball) star Tim Christian
officially signed a Southeas
ern- Conference grant-
with Auburn University
Saturday. o

On hand were Auburi
head football coach Ralph
Jordan, head basketball coach
Bill Lynn and football offense
coach Buck Bradberry.
~Bradberry said, “Tim is a
greal prospect in football and
basketball. ‘As a T-formation
quarterback, T think he is per-
haps the best prospect we
have ever signed.”
Christian’s basketball teams
never lost at home in over 90
games in his career. In one
otball  game last fall, he

igh-Heisa shmjt
Ja

By TERRY KAY .

Tim Christian, the No. 1 bas-
kethall player in the state and
ane of the most eomplete ath-
letes in high school sports, will
sigh a grant-in-aid with Auburn
University, The Atlanta Journal
learned Thursday.

The Newton County (Coving-
ton, Ga.) star, all-state in three
sports, will sign a foothall grant
Saturday afterncon, buf with the
opportunity to play both foot-
ball and baskethall,

His signing ends speculation
that Christian will attend the
University of Georgia on a sim-
ilar grant.

Coach Ralph (Shug) Jord
commenting on Christian’s
cision to attend Auburn ss
“This is the only boy sine
been at Auburn (14 years) th
we've recruited under such o
ditions. We think he's a fine
athlete, certainly capable of

‘playing foothall and baskethall.”

In football, Christian became
one of the most outstanding
quarterbacks in the state and
in game, against Chamblee,
for 390 vards in ene of
1est individual perform-
ver turned in by a high
; “athlete.

"As'a guard on the Newton
County basketball team. he led
his team fo one state AA cham-
pionship (as a junior) and to
an undefeated regular season
this vear, -suffeping an upset

By KEN JONES
Times Staff Spoertswriter

ter and consistently grabbed re-|one-handed jump shots, which

bounds over much taller oppon-ihe hit with uncanny regularity.
COVINGTON, Ga. — In a fast ents while averaging almost 23] The signing with Auburn

{

shuffle of events, the Auburn|points a game, . _jcomes as a complete shock.
Tigers have snared Newton| Behind the amazingly quick Christian was considered in the
County’s fabulous football-bas-| 180-pounder, Newton County won bag for Georgia- coaches Vince
ketball star, Tim Christian, from|33 games without a defeat be-| Dooley and Ken Rosemond.

the seemingly unbreakable grip fore losing in the quarterfinals| Dooley is in Texas and Rose-
of the Georgia Bulldogs, it was of this year’s state tournament% ; pitin ;

learned (not exclusively). |Despite playing the pivot, many

Christian, considered tﬁe‘best‘()f Tin’b baskets came on long|
all-around athlete in Georgia, led
Newton € the :

Continned from Page 67

defeat o Sandy Sprinngs in the
Class AA tmzmamet%i.

“He's a great guard,” said
basketball coach Bill Lynn, who
will accompany Jordan on the
Saturday signing. “We feel he
is an excellent progpect.”

Auburn assistant foothall coach
Buck Bradberry said, “I saw
Christian play ~ hasketball and
foothall and work ouf in bage-
ball. He not only is 3 tremen
dously {alented athlete, but his
greatest asset is his attitude as
i and leader, He's th




