


Semi-finals
~ Excitement was in the air as the
ulldogs took: the floor for what
ned out to be the most exeiting
of the tournament. Robert
Christian-  Academy
d up the game red-hot and
s 1st- quarter  break led 28--
hey were still sizzling during
ond quarter and GWA

“A "Winner Never Quits” has
been the motto of the dedicated
George Walton Academy Bu Idogs
throughout tournament play, and. o4
once again, they were winners i
every sense of the word becauqe,
they absolutely refused to quit."
Their supreme effort ~and
ication brought the SEAI
' A State Champlons
trophy home to rest in the tr
case at George Walton Academy in mid-way point 42-33. When they
‘ came back on the floor to begin
he 3rd quarter, they still had not
d the GWA’s purpose for
there was to win the State
apionship, and with 1:15 left
in the 3rd quarter, had -a com-
manding 16 point lead of 61-45
over the Bulldogs.
Then dedication entered the game
for the Bulldogs and took over,
along with Todd Whitsitt. GWA
began slowly and methodically to
thop away at Toombs’ lead. By
the end of the 3rd quarter, the
score was 61-49.
On: the opening tap ‘of the 4th
: ter, Whitsitt tapped the ball to
Randy Henderson  who promptly
hit a jump shot from the foul line
to make the score 61-51. At this
point the -capacity crowd began to
really ~come alive as they
* remembered - the heroics ~of the
week before in a tremendous come-
back effort. The Toombs’ 10-point
ead steadily was cut to 5, and
vith about 3 minutes left in the
Brad Bradley

‘the opening game of the state’
tourney, the Bulldogs coached by
Ronald Bradley, faced a powerful
Georgia Christian Academy team
from Valdosta, As is a usual thing
for a Bradley-coached team, they

_ were out:sized by the boys from
GCA. Ihey pushed the baitling
Bulldogs into three overtimes in a

osely fought game.

" GWA held a 24-17 lead at half-
time, but on the first play of the
3rd quarter, tough Randy Hen-
derson we :down w1th a badly

Georgxa C hrlstlan closed ina

the end of the 3rd quarter, the -

Bulldogs' lead was only 30-29.

When the buzzer sounded, ending -

the 4th quarter, the game was
{ 5-45.. :

overtime ‘as GWA controlled the

ball and missed the final shot -

and it began to remind the fans of
game in the _reglon

ime at 63-63.
Shortly thereaiter

ng Dnluth 46-39. Craig
points ed the GAC

\found themselves behind ~at the

15-oot

Bulldogs
ad for the first time 65-64

as terrific Todd Whitsitt hit both
shots of a l-and-1 situation. With
Todd in complete control of the
situation, Tony Groves' 2 big lay-
ups, and 2 clutch shots by Brad

Bradley, the Bulldogs went on and -

outscored Toombs’ 25-8 in the 4th
quarter to win by a final score of

“In 19 years of coaching,
I've never seen four games as
“fantastic as these past four. This
wWae e

74-69.

team never knew ~when it

beaten. This is the finest group. of

competitors I have coached” stated
a_jubilant Coach Bradley after the
big victory.

Whitsitt, determmed to have his
team in the state championship
game against Windsor Academy of
Macon had a tournament high 40
points, 18 big rebounds an

steals. Bradley fmlshed the night

with 17 points in probably the
best game of his career as he hit 7

~of 11 shots from the field and 3 of
3 from the foul line. Randy
Henderson, reinjuring his badly
sprained ankle, had 10 points and
9 rebounds. Sub Ben Harden
scored 3 important points in the
do-or-die game. And, so, the stage
is set for the final act of the
‘Bulldogs' State Championship
Production. e

State Championship

Going into the state finals against
‘Windsor Acdemy of Macon, the
Bulldogs™ 26-2 record and 18

game winning streak were on the
line. Dedication and determination,
in the personages of super seniors

Todd Whltsltt and Randy

Hen-

DO ROOR IS
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seemed o be in. com‘,rol of the

earlier in the penoy
the fiercely fought

Whitsitt, Henderson and company
had put the State’ Champlonshlp

trophy in the proud
on A
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play also earned him a tmphy for
being named to the State All-
Tournament team. Whitsitt's MVP
‘award = was his tmrd in three

weeks. ,
On thelr thor;om return home
with “all the marbles” they were
saluted with a parade through
Covington, h‘d by ‘the Walton
County Sh ment - and
* the Cdvingto ~
on to Social Ci

5 pmnt

rth quarter,

ossession of
my by a
W "

players were put on a
“and taken t h - Social. Cm:ier
and on to Monroe,

were welcomed home with street.



