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House, the
~Cold  War
was reach-
Cing  its
~height ‘and
the Berlin
Wall  had
not - yet
~been erected.
It was 1958, Now 1237
victories later, Bradley is on
the doorstep of the immortals.

- Bradley opened his 43rd
season on the sidelines this
past . week. His status as a
local icon long since secured,
Bradley stands just 17 wins
shy of breaking D.B. Carroll’s
all-time state record of 1,254

BRADLEY
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Ron Manszm/rhe Covington News
The Newton boys’ basketball team tuns through practice drills under the watchful eye of leg-
endary head coach Ron Bradley. Bradley is second on the state’s career wins list for high
school basketball coaches with 1,238. He opened his 43rd season as a head coach Friday,
17 wins away from breakmg D.B. Carroli’s alltime mark of 1, ?54 careervic or;es

teaching. the youth of the
nation how to make some-
thing out of their lives. ‘

“Any time you're involved

career victories.

The record, as do all, will
mean a great deal to a man
who has dedicated his life to

other people wh
u’ ve don is at,thstop, it’ $

- pionships,
20-win
national benchmark for con-
secutive. home-court victories

“love has been

iﬂ,SGmﬁ{h ng with millions of
¢ whatever

tate cham-

stounding 37

s asons ~and . the

with 129 — a record that haﬂ

now  stood for mo

quarter century. He
games ~in  six  different
decades, posting ‘a career
record that is now a ridiculous
911 games above .500. ‘

“To be in schools where I’

was allowed to work at my
L great joy,”
Bradley said. “The young
people are the most important
part of it. We always tried to
get them to reach the level
they were capable of”

- A 1997 inductee into the

“Georgia Sports Hall of Fame,

Bradley first coached the
Newton: Rams fzom 1958-
1973, leadmg them to 10

championship game.
were four sophomores four
juniors, two. seniors and a
freshman. None were taller
than 6-foot-1, They have
become lovably known 4%
“Ron’s Runts.”
Bradley credits his wzte
Jan, the true love. of his life,
for much of his success. The
two have been married for
nearly 50 years and have
logged many a mile together.
“She deserves a lot of cred-
it,” Bradley said. “She’s
always been dedicated to what

we’ve tried to do.”
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