Coaching legend becomes
state’s all-time winningest
boys coach in February
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The National Federation of
State High School Associations
has named Ron Brﬁdley as its
2003 National Boys’ Basketball
Coach  of
the Year.

Bradley,
who has led
the Newton
High
School
boys’ bas-
ketball
team to
back-to-
back  20-
win  sea-
sons and consecutive state
playoff appearances, was one
of four f inalists for the award.

The NFHS used career
coaching record, community
service, involvement in other
school activities and the
coach’s basic philosophy on
athletics as criteria in the selec-
tion process. ‘

The NFHS had earlier select-
ed Bradley as its 2003 South
Sectional Boys’ Basketball
Coach of the Year, autaxnag;cai—
ly making him a national final-
ist. The South section covers
the states of Alabama, Fi(}rléa,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississip-
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pi, North Carolina, South Car-
olina and Tennessee. %

Bradley became the state's
all-time winningest boys’ bas-
kethall coach in February, sup-
planting the late Eric vSmpfes
with his 925th victory in a 34j
40 win at Salem. Staples’
record of 924 victories as a
boys’ coach stood for more
than 40 years. ‘

Rradley’s wing as 4
boys’ coach rank him seventh
nationally behind only Morgan
Wooten (1,242), Robert Hugh-
es (1,217), Ralph Tasker
(1,122), Bill Krueger (1,096,
Leslie Gaundet (1,026) and Wal-
ter Van Huss (1,021). They also
establish him as the winningest
coach in any varsity sport in
state history. _

Bradley has passed two sig-
nificant milestones in little
more than a year. ‘

He moved past D.B. (iz&rx‘pi,ﬁ
as the state’s all-time win-
ningest high school basi@tba}l
coach (boys and girls} with his
1,255th career victory in Janu-

2003.

ar}%nducted into the State of
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame in
1997, Bradley has also been
honored by the Georgia Athlet-
ic Coaches Association as the
first basketball coach ever to
receive its Circle of Achieve-
ment Award.
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In 2000, the Atlanta Tipoff

Club named him as its Steve
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Bradley Won both national awards
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wrestling — each year.

The .\atxondl Fedcmmm of

“State High School Associations
selected Bmdic;, as its National
Foys’ Basketball Coach of the
Year in March. He is the only
coach, by any  verifiable
account, in state hzstor) ever to
Wi both awards in the same
year.

Bradley became the state’s
all-time Wmnmzeqt boys” bas-
ketball coach in Febr uary, sup-
planting the late Fric Staples

with his 925th victory in a 54-40
victory at Salem. %tapka record
of 924 wins as a boys’ coach
stood for more than 40 vears.

A legendary local figure,
Bradley hdx passed two monu-
mental milestones over the past
two seasons. He moved past
DB. Carroll as the state’s all-
time winningest high school
basi\dbdli u)dc} (t boys and
victor}* m January 2003 His 927
wins as a boys’ coach rank him

seventh nationally.

Inducted into the State of

Georgia Sports Hall of Fame in
19‘)7 . Bradley has also been rec-
ognized by the Georgia Athletic
Coaches ‘mmcz‘zimn as the first
basketball coach ever to receive
its Circle of  Achicvement
Award. '
In 2000, the Atlanta Ti poff
Club named him as its Steve
Schmidt Award winner for his
outstanding contributions to the
game. He is currently in his sec-
ond tour of duty with Newton.
He led the school to its only
state  championship back in
1964 and directed his teams to a

s in same year

national-record 129 consecutive E
home wins during one nine- -year |
span. He has won 24 rcmon?
championships and three state f
CrOWns over an unpfxmﬂekdg
career that has spanned six
decades.

Bradley, who has led Newton |
to two consecutive 20-win sea-
sons and  state tournament §
appearances, announced in the |
spring that he would be return-
mg for his 46th season on the
szddme‘;, He will enter the
2004-05 season 20 wins shy of |
1,300 for his career.



