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The Hastside High School boys’ bas-
:i%aﬁ. Eeam pieced together an historic
sason, winning 21 games (second-most

school history) and its first-ever sub-
gion f%samm{*mh;g
The Eagles stole m%h of the local

nder from cross-county rival New ton,
oring their first two Vzcmmes over the
ams and earning a seat in the Class
AAA State Tournament.

Now, without further delay, The Cov-
gt@n News unveils its All-Counts y Prep
oys’ Basketball Team for 2003-04, and
istside’s Marchellins Smith and New-
n’s Justin Herring front the cast:

The Backcourt

Marcheliius Smith (Eastside, Sr.):
o player meant more to his team than
nith did to Eastside. The senior aver~

d 10.5 points, 3.0 assists and 2 ~
,ah per game, providing steady ieader—
ip throughout. Smith had four 20-point
mes, proving he could score when

ey

Justln Herring (Newton, 8r.): Her-
g provided the skip in Newton’s step,
aying hazdmzwsed defense from horn to
rn in all 29 of his team’s games. He
it up 3.0 points and 5.0 assists per

but made a much more noticeable
ipact with his presence on the court.

M%E‘qz&s Gllstrap (Eastside, $r.):
fter starting for mucb oi the year,
Strap became ixth man
r Eﬂzsigme He averaged 7.0 points per
me and knocked down a number of
atch shots during the season.
“It’s funny that he’s a good shooter,”
id Eastside head coach Tommy
cWhorter. “He doesn’t use his lower
dy a whole lot, but he shoots the ball
:sm@ way every time. 1 think he was
m o shoot.”

Jerrell Boswell (Newton, So.): The
arpshooting Boswell averaged 16.9
ints and 2.0 assists per game in his

st season with Newton. The sopho-
yre guard scored in bunches, as evi-
aced by the six second-half three-
inters he sank against Fastside.

The Frontcourt

Darius White (Newton, Sr.); Per-

ps the best all-around player in the
anty, White averaged a county-best
0 points, 7.8 rebounds and 1.0 steals
r game as a senior. Lethal off the drib-
5, the 6-foot-3 forward was an excep-
nal passer with extraordinary court
iion and awareness,

“He had an awful lot of talent,” said
wton head coach Ron Bradley. “At
ies, he was as good a player as we
din the state.”
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Justin Herring defined what the
Nex fmw High School ?'ams basket-
b‘aﬂ team was all abo

Herring, The C 0-«;"161@1; MNe
Defensive Pla ayer of tiie Year £
2003-04, worked to the point o
exhaustion at »hmgm down oppos-
ing guards and served as the founda-
tion for Newton’s 2-3 zone defense.

“He did a great job,” said Newton
head coach Ron Bradle ey. “His
defense just carried us. e was the
spirit of our defense. He was one of
those guys that played every day,

the
g ¢
ed
"%

which lad ta him heino named ag anr

DEFENSIVE
PLAYER OF
THE YEAR

Justin Herring,

Newton

‘Eff‘ﬁiﬁ‘/’ﬁ
Season zmd {,,, S8
AAAA State Tour-

nament appearance.

“You can lose
his offensive stats
in a hurry,”
Bradley said, “but

e was closer to
perfection than any
other player we
tand
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Marchellius Smith
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ques
whet
notl
play.
said
head coach Tommy M
er. “He's the epitome «

player. He tr ;uﬁ o do«
thing ’2’ asked him to d
somebody who was th
on the floor, and we're
miss ih'

it

aspect of the
ike a tank, Sn
g points, 3.0 a
and 2, i‘} steals per gam
senior, guiding the Eag
the Region 8- ’3«“ VAA S
subi ),;,102} title. He sho
cent from three-point
and, more importantly,
percent of his free thre
His consistency at tl
line meant he m(i the |
hands in cronch time ¢
often than not.

“The f’act that he con
> throws like he did
cial for us,” McWhort:
“Then again, we watch
do it in practice every

Smith tipped Eastsic
on defense, pressuring
ing vzm:d% from the op
to the final horn. He hy
nack for being in the
place at the *egj' tirme,
denced by his team-hig
charges taken.

“He has a low cente
ity, and he anticipates -
McWhorter said. “Eve
he went on the court, T
implement our game p
defensively. He could
i ved, what 1
> did the litth
s that don’t sh

et oo
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