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THE REMATCH

Scott’s reverse lay-in
completes improbable
comeback for Rams

Brian Knapp

bknapﬁ@ccvmwc com

The Newton High School bov baskctbal team
found its reprisal Fr iday night, and it came with an
historical comeback attached.

Vincent Scott glided between two defenders and
scored on a reverse lay-up with four seconds remain-
ing as the Rams roared back from a 20-point halftime
deficit to stun Eastside 59-57 before a standing-room-
only crowd at Newton High School.

Eastside (18-5, 6-2 Region 8-AAAA South) held a
55-41 advantage with 5:49 remaining and squandered
it. Newton (17-6, 5-3) scored 18 of the game’s final
20 points and took its only lead of the game on
Scott’s go-ahead lay-up.

“You just don’t believe you can come back and win
when vou're down 20 at halftime,” said Newton head
coach Ron Bradley. “It’s one of the greatest come-
backs we’ve ever been a part of. Our kids wouldn’t
quit, and I can’t tell you how proud I am of them.”

Eastside head coach Tommy McWhorter felt help-
less in the face of a2 monumental momentum swing.

“We’ve never really been in that situation before,”
McWhorter said. “T’ve got to take my hat off to New-
ton. We just didn't seal the deal, and they did. Maybe
if T had had 10 timeouts, it would ‘gave been different.”

Scott poured in 18 points and ripped down 10
rebounds for the Rams, who won for the fourth time
in five meetings between the two schools. Jerrell
Boswell scored 22 points to lead all scorers, draining
six three-pointers in the second half to ignite the
improbable Newton comeback.

Still, Eastside had the game in its hands and let it
slip away.

The Eagles led 57-44 with 3:35 to go in regulation
when they began to wilt under the duress of full-court
pressure. Newton scored 13 consecutive points in a
2:34-span to draw even at 57-57 with 1:01 remaining.
Justin Herring forced the last of Eastside’s four
fourth-quarter turnovers six seconds later, allowing
the Rams to play for what would be the game’s final
shot. Bradley’s decision to press paid the ultimate
‘dividend.

“You're down 20 ...
their comfort zone,” Bradley said. “We were able to
take them out of it. They made some mistakes and
started thinking everything was going wrong when
we were thinking everything was going right.”

The post-halftime collapse overshadowed what
had been, to that point, a seamless performance from
the Eagles.

Eastside went 10-for-16 from three-point territory
in the first half, outscoring the Rams 20-7 in the sec-
ond period. The Eagles went to the locker room with
a 40-20 edge at the break.

“They dominated us in every way,” Bradley said
“But the well ran dry, and it’s a four-quarter game.”

Jamario Vonner pumped in 13 points, ripped down
seven rebounds and recorded six assists to pace four
Eastside players in double figures. Marquis Gilstrap
and Tyler Fisher pitched in with 12 points apiece, and
Marchellius Smith chipped in with 11 as the Eagles
saw their six-game winning streak and the momen-
tum that surrounded it come crashing down around
them.

White struck for 15 points, took down seven
rebounds and had six assists for the Rams, who com-
mitted only five turnovers in the game. His night
included a thunderous two-handed dunk off an offen-
sive rebound in the first half, and he assisted on
Scott’s game-clinching lay-in.

Newton meets Salem at 7:30 p.m. tonight at Salem
High Schoel in Conyers. Eastside, meanwhile, chal-
‘lenges arch rival Loganville at 7:30 p.m. tonight at
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Coach vows not to let defeat dictate season

Brian Knapp

bkr*a m@mvne\ms cesm

The Eastside Hzgh ‘%g mni
boys’ basketball team has more
than enough incentive to play
through Frma} night’s 59-57
defeat at Newton, even after
coughing up a 20-point lead.

The Eagles (18-5, 6-2 Region
8-AAAA South) can still clinch
the No. 1 seed out of the subre-
gion with a victory in one of their
two  fipal games  against
Loganville and Rockdale Coun-
ty. Both games will be played at
Eastside High School, whes’e the
Eagles have won 33 of their last
37 games.
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what our num-
ber one objec-
tive 18,7 said
Eastside head
coach Tommy
McWhorter,
“It's up to the
coaches t© ge%

them refo-
cused on that”
Should
Eastside clinch, the Eagles would
secure a bye
the Region &-AAAA Tourna-
ment and would host a tourna-
ment quarterfinal with a berth in
the state playoffs on the line.
McWhorter believes his team
could learn a valuable lesson

MCWHORTER

in the first round of

with 5:49 to play. Better now, he
. than in pm{‘;eamn

We've got to learn how to
smjuh a game,” Mc Wmﬂer said.

Nobody’s going to roll over and
give you anything.”

Eastside committed three
turrovers in the final rtwo min-
utes in its dramatic defeat to the
Rams. The Eagles built a 40-20
cushion in the first half, sinking
10 three-pointers but made just
two of their eight attempts from
beyond the arc after the break.

“You don’t mcrease leads by
shooting jumpshots,” McWhort-

er said. “You increase leads by
attacking the basket and getting
to the [foul] line. We didn’t

Rivalry |
out good
ugly bef
sold-out

y wife and I ¥
: Newton High
Newmm and E«i@t‘;éd(
basketball Friday nig
there early, found a
and started up the ste
parking lot to the gy1

Six females sat on
from the top, leaving
wide space on the rig
which literally hondr
were frying to squee;
to the top. That irrita
stopped right in fron
their attention and pc
if they could find jus
to sit down with ther
successfully blockad
width of the steps, a
at all could use them
looked at me, amaze:
guy would say such
didn’t move, though,
point entirely. My wi
wouldn’t create a sce
on past the girls, and
other unacceptable th
society these days, T

We sat at mid-cou
the scorers’ table. Be
the girls’ game the g
to standing room onl
ing, actually. I put th
about u,(}(}(}

As we took our se:
varsity boys’ game w
halftime. I realized I
into a cloud of negat
blocking the path an
students trying to rur
keep the official scor
combined to irritate
attempted to focus o1
good things happenit

Michael West, hea
Newton girls” basket!
swept the floor. You
much anymore, givel
head coaches think o
just a notch below R
Known Universe. It
to see the unpretentic
sweeping the floor pi
sity games,

Then the varsity g

ed. Three Lady Edgh
last basketball team |
Indian Creek Middle
was hoping Amy By
Largeman and April
have a good outing.




N
PRTPICIC Tt O -

Mike West
gets some
valuable
second-half
minutes out
of his second
unit against
Eastside.

Lett sparks bench
in 56-20 victory

Brian Knapp
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The Newton High Schoof
girls” basketball team earned
some valuable minutes for its rel-
atively unfested bench Friday
night.

Firing on all cylinders, the
Lady Rams opened the game on
a 37-0 run (with 35 of those
points coming from the starting
five) and left Eastside in thmr
wake in a 56-20 win at Newton
High School.

With his team in complete
control from the second quarter
on, Newton head coach Mike
West used the opportunity to get
his reserves some playing time.

“I think it was great for us,”
West said. “Some of those kids
never get to play. We practice
with 11 kids every day, and they
bust their butts knowing they're
not going to get to play much.”

Newton’s second unit more
than held its own, accounting for
19 of the team’s 21 second-half
points. TeTe Lett struck for eight
points and three steals, drilling a
pair of three-poinfers to spear-
head the reserves. She moved the
Lady Rams in front 52-9 with
6:18 to go in regulation when she
knocked down a picture-perfect
shot from beyond the three-point
arc. :
Takarie Belcher, Shanetria
Hill, Nikki Sanders, Mya Speaks
and Ivana Whitter also gave West
a chance to look at his bench
under fire, in the heat of battle.

“For them to go out and play
the way they did, it was a great
honor for them,” West said. “You
bide your time all season, and to
play well when you get the
chance means a lot.”

- With the region and state play-
offs fast approaching, West now
has a better idea of whom he can
and cannot call on in the event of
injury or foul trouble.

“Let’s face it, right now you're
going to go with seven or eight
kids, whether you like it or not,”
West said. “They'll be better pre-
pared when the time comes.”

Nine different players scored
for Newton, which extended its
home floor winning streak to 15
games. Only Whitter did not
score, but she pulled down three
rebounds and had an assist.

The Newton bench accounted
for nine of the team’s 28 steals
and six of its 10 assists. The
reserves shot a respectable 7-for-
18 from the field.

“You hear coaches all the time
talking about how hard their kids
work in practice,” West said. “T
really do have kids who work
hard in practice.”
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Scott scored the game- .
winner, splitting two defend-
ers and converting a reverse
lay-up with four seconds lett
in regalation as the Newton
High School boys’ basketball
team downed Eastside 59-57
at Newton High School.

The game marked a dras-
tic turnaround in fortune for
Scott, who had failed to put
Eastside away two weeks
;’)ri(w mi&:smg the front end
of a golden one-and-one
appomméw at the foul line
in the waning seconds of a

1-50 defeat.

This time,
his chance.

“I hit shots like that all the
time in practice,” Scoft said.
“I thought about going up
strong with it, but wmcﬁm‘ g
just told me to reverse it.”

The 6-foot-1 senior scored
six of Newton’s final eight
points, accounting for both
the game-tying and game-
winning baskets. He vividly
remembers standing at the
free throw line on Jan. 16
and watching Jamario Von-
ner streak down the court
unmolested for a last-second
hoop after his failed conver-
sion.

“1 was one of the reasons
be hit that shot,” Scott said.
“I told myself it wasn’t
going to happen again. We
wanted this one.”

N‘f‘wmn head coach Ron
Bradley thinks fate shined
on mc Tig ght player.

“He deserved to make the
winning basket,” said
Bradley, whose team
roved to 17-6 (5-3
Region 8-AAAA South).
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From page 9

It was not to be.

Instead, I saw something I'd never
seen before, and Uve been attending,
playing and coaching high school
athletics for more than 40 years.
Newton opened a 35-0 halftime lead
on Eastside. I mean, I"ve never seen 2
high school varsity team shut com-
pletely out for an entire half of play,
until Friday night. I still can’t believe
it.

West is a class act, though, He kept
his starters in until Eastside finally
earned two points in the third minute
of the third quarter. He then pulled
his starters and let his substitutes go
the rest of the way. He could have
really run up the score, but he’s not
like that. ?%m, it will help down the
road that his reserves got some play-
ing time.

The boys™ game got started soon
after. Amazingly, Newton athletic
director T} taxcy Curtis grabbed the
microphone and made an announce-
ment, directing fans to stay seated so
that others behind them could see the
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game. That pretty much was the
dumbest announcement | ve rd at
any ball game in 40 years. Fans pay
their money to come to the game and
cheer {or their team. If they want to
stand up and yell, fine. If the folks
behind them want to see, they can
stand up, too. That's the way it’s been
ever since Dr. Naismith inv L}.tf&fﬁ the
game. 1 mean, if you want o sit,
watch it on television.

Not long after that announcement,
the entire second row of the Newton
student section unfurled a 30-foot-
long sign which bore a tremendousty
negative message with sexual over-
tones, directed explicitly at the East-
side girls. Although Curtis and anoth-
er Newton teacher immediately
moved to confiscate the sign, no stu-
dents were removed from the gym.

It’s been my experience that each
and every time Newton and Eastside
have played, Newton students have
displayed these kinds of negative
behaviors. It’s reprehensible. T have
no idea if Principal Dave Easterday is
following through with any kind of
punitive action toward those who

erpefrated the deed, nor do [ care.
The fact 1s that this kind of negative
behavior has been consistently dis-
played by Newton kids tow
side kids. It hasn't been stopped, and
it needs to be.
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gam . surely you can tell them not to
ke and display offensive «,}c
Eastside nearly ran Newton out of
the gym, jumping out to a 20-point
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half to take a hard-fought, down-to-
e-wire victory,

After experiencing some good,

vard East-

ey have 1o sit at a basketball

ead. But head coach Tom-

frying to go home.

1 was supposed to w1
interest column about ¢
envisioned an effort to
mote the need for New
side to continue playing
out, I felt really lncky t
able to get out of there
ing to fight my way ow
ns. When the brouhaha eru
wasn't a constable in si
been maybe a dozen of
the gym overseeing the
egress, and there were
directing traffic. But he
plumbe

There are some serio
C 4>mp%:?%mm between M
Eastside

ron a Sunday a

> is a great thmg

-_

some bad and some ugly over a
three-hour period, my wite and 1 exit-
ed the building. We walked right into
a huge conflict between students,
which roiled down the entrance corri-
dor, with bundreds of qmdmé» flail-
tng down the slope and stepg to the
lower parking Em The figh iwu}c{i
around the parked cars and mvz;‘ied
around innocent folks who were jus

times can high school k
before & packed house?
But the aberrant beh:
stop, and the kids have
they have to behave. O
is no hope for a conting
between these schools.
Oh, and one last thin
tell me I can’t stand up
basketball game.




The Covington News - Tuesday, February 3, 2004

What else can be said about a

ime, about a series, that must be
iperienced to be believed? 1 have no
ords with which to do this justice,
her than to say the Newton-East-
Je rivalry has become the most
emorable and challenging aspect of
y modest journalistic career.
They’ve met four times in two

:ars. We've had last-second shots,
ess maiches between proven

aches and, now, an historic come-
ck in a game that stands among the
eatest ever played on Newton

unty soil.

The Newton High School boys’
sketball team, serving as underdog
r the first time ever in the series,

se from the dead to score the

me’s final 15 points and defeat
stside 59-57 at Newton High .
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held its own, accounting for
if the team’s 21 second-half
ts. Te'Te Lett struck for eight
ts and three steals, drilling a
of three-pointers to spear-
[ the reserves. She moved the
/ Rams in front 52-9 with
t0 go in regulation when she
ked down a picture-perfect
from beyond the three-point

ikarie  Belcher, Shanetria
Nikki Sanders, Mya Speaks
[vana Whitter also gave West

School Friday night.

Te will mean something different to
every person lucky enough to have
been there in person to see it. Some
will see it as an unbelievable come-
back by a team that led only once the
entire game. Others will view it as a
collapse of epic proportions by a
team that seemingly had everything
going for it. [ guess I see it as a little
bit of both.

Eastside played almost perfectly
the first half. Tyler Fisher, Marquis
Gilstrap, Marchellius Smith and
Jamario Vonner combined for 35 of
the team’s 40 points — an incredible
30 of those points coming on the
strength of 10 three-pointers — as
the Eagles buried Newton under an
avalanche of long-range shots, They
led 40-20 at the half, having deliv-

ered what appeared to be the kill shot
before the game ever reached crunch
time. They had not.

Newton cut the margin to 10 ever
so subtly by the end of the third peri-
od, and the Eagles slowly began to
tighten up. Momentum left them.
They felt what we felt. The Rams,
once clearly out of it, were gaining

down a mountamside.
Newton outscored Fastside 21-9 in

y in traffic with four seconds to

ips it was only justice evening
mtself out. Scott, if vou recall, failed
to convert the front end of & one-and-
one with 4.6 seconds left in the first
memorable matchup berween the two
schools this season. The missed free
throw led to a last-second lay-up that
gave Eastside a 51-50 win.

No one could explain the outcome
in scientific terms, not even Newton
head coach Ron Bradley, the author
of more than 1,200 victories ... few

as unlikely as this one.

I couldn’t sleep in the hot
lowing the game, still woun
about a rivalry that someho
living up 1o the hype, about
teams who give us one time
memory after another. This «
at the top of my list.

Some games defy logic, a
certainly was one of them,
over,” I remember saying to
when Marquis Gilstrap float
corner and drilled a three-po
from the baseline that put E:
front by 14 points with 5:49

Well, as has been proven t
again, it’s never over. T had 1
what was in store for the carp
crowd that had gathered, lini
catwalks behind the seatir
Neither did anvone else.

What we saw was a mirac
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Trademark shot: Newton’s Vincent Scott (No. 33) scores on a reverse lay-up as Fastside’s
Jamario Vonner defends Friday night. Scott later hit the game-winner with a similar shot,

“1 told myself it wasn’t

wanted this one.”

Bradley

on the right player.

winning basket,” said
Bradley, whose team
improved to 17-6 (5-3

he hit that shot,” »cott saq.
going to happen again. We

Newton head coach Ron
thinks fate shined

“He deserved to make the

Region 8-AAAA South),

WEIOT UL By,

Scott made eight of
tries from the field anc
of his free throw atterr
Newton extended its »
streak to three games i
two-point victory. He |
down 10 rebounds (six
second half) as the Ra;
stormed back from 14
down in the fourth per
Win.

ance to look at his bench

+ fire in the haot Af haetla




