COMMENTARY
Win or lose,
special team
deserves to be

had about as much
ewton boys basket-

h ‘0;7 the players,
cut-throat region
they werg
about to enter.

There
aren’t too
- many leagues
“in the state, at
any classifica-
" tion, that test
you top to bot-
tom like 2-
AAAAA does.
Consider how
well the teams
from the
region per-
formed in the
state playoffs this week. All four
advanced, and Tri-Cities, the No. 4
seed, won its showdown with 4-
AAAAA champion Newnan by 24
pmnts

- That the hst of Sweet 16 teams
includes Newton blows my mind.: T
figured I'd be gearing up for base-
bdﬂ and those 35~deﬁree March

“Andit mlcht not énd tor a whlk

- With C ol"fee s upset of eighth-
ranked Savannah in the bottom half
of Newton's bracket, the Rams have
a real chance to reach the Final Four.
Should they beat Lowndes Thursday,
all that would stand in their way is
Coffee or Douglass, a team they
have already beaten twice, once by
31 points.

Few outside our box realize how
special, how unlikely, this season
has been. At the start, T quietly won-
dered if the Rams would be able to
break .500 and might have taken the
bet with someone who thought they
could.

That all changed when Newton
played its very first region game of
the year. Riverdale walked in here
with all the hype, with a sophomore
that might someday play at Duke,
with a coach who had state champi-
onship rings on each hand and got
beat.

It was then that we were awak-
ened to the possibilities, to the idea
that something beyond our grasp
might happen.

See Knapp page 4B




‘rom page 2B

The mood surrounding the
lams has done a 180 since,
nd here they are in the Sweet
6 for imt the second time in
‘1 vears, a win shy of the
tate guart .cr’f;f;di..,

With only one player —
enior center John Monk —
tanding 6-foot-5 or taller,
Jewton thrived in one of the
tate’s harshest regions,
roved it could compete and
dtimately played for the 2-
LAAAA championship.

How did it happen?
“They’ve been account-
bie,” Bradley said. “When

ou feel like voung people
1e receptive. w ‘z:zu vou teel
iked they're 1g to do the
ight thing, ﬂ(}v re fun to
vork w Hh’

Strategy. patience and fun-
5&1116”% tals have outweighed

ze, strength and talent on
’so«i nights. Newton won
ight of its 14 regular-season
rames and two plavoff games
gainst region opposition.

Tt truly has been a (‘in—
lerefla season. The only
juestion that remains is .
loes the shpper still fit?
“This has been an awesome
egardless of what hap-
:amsj Bradley said. * h'sé‘smd
o believe what this team has
weomplished. T have a lot of

espect for what these voung

nen have done.”

Touching lives’

No stranger to recognition,
E& adley’s career is amwdm
jith honors and achievement.
iven now, in th i of
318 aumm TUn
' the gan ‘k
me else.

In 2004, he was chosen as
ional coach of the
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(’um ..... ssociation
‘“‘w atior %adfzmvor
iﬁ High Sc imo Associa-

. becoming the first
«oach in state histo v to hold
soth awat *i, 1

}gnm‘b, am‘ ihmc
hings carry over in life. T'H
cmoember his fairness.
b mfvh he was a good
marian, he was always

i
h

Alegendary focal {igure,
3radley became the state’s
dl-time winningest boys’ bas-
tetball coach a year ago this
nonth, supplanting Jm ate
aric Staples with his 925th
rictory. Staples’ record of 924

In-game tension: Newton head co

strategy with former

wins as a boys” coach had
stood for more than four
decades. Bradley’s 946 wins
rank him seventh nationally

In fact. Bradley has passed
two historic milestones since
he returned to coach n New-
ton prior to the 2001-02 sea-
son. He jetted past D.B. Car-
roll as the state’s all-time
'»\zizméﬂﬂe\*t high school bas-

ketball coach (h« ¥ i girls)
with win No. 1,255 in Janu-
ary 2003.

“You like to feel like
vou're iotza:hmt‘; ves,”
Bradley said. "You mnf to
malkle young people icd spe-
ctal. That’s your job.’

Enshrined in thc State of
Georgta Sports Hall of Fame
in 1997, Bradley has also
been recognized by the Geor-
g1a Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion as the first basketball
um% ever o receive its Clir-
cle of Achievement Award.
And in 2000, the Atlanta
Tipoff Club named him as its
Steve Schmidt Award winner
for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the game.

Currently in }m second tour

with Newton, he led the

wgh\‘m‘; o its (m?y state cham-
ionship back in 1964 and
directed his teams to a nation-
al-record 129 consecutive
home wins during one 9-year
span. He has won 24 region
d iamplonships and three state
titles over an unparalleled
career that has spanned six
different decades.

Michael Jordan had not
even been born when he start-
ed mcmw in 1959,

“For me,” Bradley said,
“1's about the love of the
game.”

Been here before
Ron Bradley had not yet

turned 30 when it happened,

when 1t all came together ike

Ron Manson/The Covington News

ach Ron Bradley, left, discusses
point guard Justin Herring during a game
against Rockdale County in 2003

.

he had planned.

He had won 130 of his first
46 games at Newton County
High School and would go on
to win over 1,100 more, but
as he walked nto his sixth
season with the Rams,
Bradley found himself in

W“Ch of the signature victo-
vy that would define him as a
ﬁ.ﬁdy%i,

He found 1t in 1964,

he 1964 Newton boys’
basketball team won 1ts first
27 games, shook off one con-
im»cr\,ml dé:fcm and then
won its last civht games by
an average of 16 points,
crushing Hart t County by 22
points in the Class AA State
Tournament championship
game before 6,200 at the
Georgia Tech Colisenm in
Atlanta.

s

The Rams finished 35-1
and gave birth to the icon
Ron Bradley has since
become.

“What I remember most
about 1964 is just how spe-
cial those kids were and the
commitment the town made
to them,” Bradley said. "It
was a fantastic pertod.”

The coach and hus 11 play-
ers that year formed an

nhreakable bond that still
exists today. They were the
perfect match, according to
Bob Richardson, a sophomore
in 1964.

“Tt all started with Coach
Bradley,” Richardson said.
“He had a brilliant basketball
mind. On top of that, he got
players to buy into his pro-
gram, which consisted basi-
cally of being fundamentally
sound.

“Tt wasn’t an accident that
we practiced fundamentals six
months out of the year. When
1t came down to crunch time,
we didn’t dribble the ball off
of our leg or miss free

throws; we knew what to do.
People talk about how lucky
we were. The harder you
work, the luckier you get.”

Bradley's methods and tire-
less work ethic instilled
be w‘? confidence and fear in
his players. They knew they
were mpcued to get the job
done, and they did it

“It all goes back to our
coach,” Hddie Hinton, the
state championship team’s
lone freshman, said. “"He was
probabty the hardest-working
person 've seen in my life. |
don’t think we’ll see anybody
like him again.”
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Keeping watch: Newton head coach R
midcourt circle and watches over pra

ley sta



