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Tim Hudson takes a
liking to the low-key
atmosphere in the
Atlanta Braves’
siubhouse. See 78

reating space: Newlon's

Jerrell Boswel

CLASS AAAAA STATE TOURNAMENT SWEET 16

Mandi Singer/The Covington News
I (22) leaves two East Coweta

efenders in his wake in the first round of the state playoffs.

Region 1-AAAAA champion
_owndes next up for Newton

rian Knapp
knapp@co\mews com

The Newton ngh Sag,hsmi boys’
akabai team haa gone where few
f its predecessors have gone before.
{ow, t’ne Rams want 1o 20 a little bit
urther.

In the Sweet 106 for just ‘% second
ime since 1984, Newton challenges
tegion I-AAAAA champion L own-
es 1 the second mmui of m Jass

VAAAA State f’a:mrm nt at S:fi)
vm. Thursday at the \}‘ wcon Colise-

m in Macon.

Newton (19-9) has won two of iis
iast three games and is one of four
L AAAAA teams alive in the draw.
Vith Coffee’s upset of eighth-ranked
savannah, the Rams will not have fo
ace a ranked opponent until the
tate semifinals at the carliest

A door has been opened.

“We're in a very com*p“z%m’
swacket,” Newton head coach Ron
3radley said.

Lowndes (21-8), though
mranked, is perhaps the most inoh;\,
egarded team left in the Rams’ miw
if the bracket. The Vikings h*‘ing
vith them one of the state’s premier
lost players in power forward Ter-
ance Vinson,

Vinson, a 6-toot-8, 215-pound
killed big man, has already commit-
ed to play for Virginia Tech. He is
weraging 13.2 points, 9.6 rebounds
mnd 3.8 blocks per game and was
hosen as the Region 1-AAAAA
Hayer of the Year. He has had as
nany as 21 rebounds in a game this
eason.

9 No.

2 seed
owndes
0.1 se 'r,.d em of 1-AAAAA).

B Who: Newton (19
out of 2-AAAAA) vs
(21-8, N

What: Class AAAAA Slate
Tournament Sweet 16.

B When: Thursday, 5:30 p.m.

Where: Macon Coliseum,
Macon.

& Admission: $7.

B Key Plavers Newton - Jerrell
Boswell, G, Rudy Nolley, F, Todd
Hoski ﬂz, ‘" Lowndes - Terrance
Vinson F, Brent Brock, G, Erving
Sharpe, C.

VIORE COVERAGE: With one more
win Newton’s Ron Bradley will be
the fourth to reach 1,300. See 2B

Size is arguably Lowndes’ main
strength. In addition to Vinson, the

Vikings also get production from 6-
foot-9 Erving Sharpe, who played a

significant role in their 53-31 first-

round victory over Brunswick.
“They're big.,” Bradley said

“They've got a lot of size. It our

cuys don’t play well, we won't be
playing much lenger.”

Lowndes, which has made two
consccutive Sweet 16 appearances,
has tremendous depth and routinely
players deep.

“They play a lot of
Bradley said. “They’ve
good athletes.”

The Vikin gs
pace, maximi

goes 10
people
got some

play at a controlled
zing each possession.

45-37 win

Bradley thinks that could work to his
team’s advantage, negating some of
1hc Lowndes height.

“They like to §“1y ‘SEO\M which is
an advantage for us,” Bradley said.
“If the ball doesn’t go in the air, you
can’t go get it. We've got to get good
shots.”

Newton outlasted East Coweta 45-
37 in the first round of the state play-
offs Saturday, recording its first state
tournament win since it beat Murray

County in the first round six years
ago.
“That was a big one,” Bradley

said. “The last two
wound up playing the
first round]. We got a more
draw this time and a

years, we'd
favorite {in the
avorable
chance to

Mandi Singer/The Covinglon News
Up, up and away: Newton's Todd Hoskins (24) rises to the rim in Saturday's

1 over East Coweta in the opening round of the state tournament.

stay around.”

Todd Hoskins delivered 12 points

10 in the fourth quarter) to drive the
Rams ;“;m East Coweta, breaking a
5-game losing streak in state tourna-
ment play. Rudy y Noliey, the only
other Newton p ;%awr in double fig-
ures, pumped in 10 pmms and n;’zpcd
down seven rebounds,

Newton, which won its only state
ch&m;:}iﬁmhip 41 years ago, commit-
ted only eight turnovers in the game

¢ forced twice that many from East
Coweta in the second hall alone.

The survivor ol the Newton-

Lowndes showdown will play the
Coffee- ﬂoagiaw winner in the s atc
quarterfinals at 5:30 p.m. Saturday
the Macon C {ﬁzmcuﬂ‘i in Macon.

COMMENTARY

Win or lose,
special team
deserves to |
rememberec

mazed? You bet I am.

When this high school b
ketball season tipped off three
months ago, I had about as muc
hope for the Newton boys’ bask
ball team as I did for peace suc
ing in the Middle East. Not bec
I doubted the coach or the play
but becau\a of the cut-throat re;
they were
about o ¢

There
aren’t oo
many lea
in the sta
any class:
tion, that
you top fi
tom like !
AAAAA
Consider
well the t
from the
region pe
formed ir
state playoffs this week. All fou
advanced, and Tri-Cities, the N
seed, won its showdown with 4
AAAAA champion Newnan by
points.

That the list of Sweet 16 tear
includes Newton blows my mix
figured I'd be gearing up for bz
ball and those 3:5 mgxee Marct
nights by now. Instead, I'm jus
along for the ride.

And it mght notend for a w

With Cﬁﬁ@ s upset of eight]
ranked Savannah in the bottom
of Newton's bracket, the Rams
a real ¢hance to reach the Final
Should they beat Lowndes Thu
all that would stand in their wa
Coffee or Douglass, a team the
have already beaten twice, onc
31 points.

Few outside our box realize
special, how unlikely, this seas
has been. At the start, I quietly
dered if the Rams would be ab
break .500 and might have take
bet with someone who thought
could.

That all changed when Newi
plaved its very first region gan
the vear. Riverdale walked in |
with all the hype, with a sopho
that might someday play at Du
with a coach who had state che
onship rings on each hand and
beat.

It was then that we were aw
ened to the possibilitics, to the
that something beyond our gra
might happen.

See Knapp pi




