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Bradley

Prior tenure set
success standards

By STAN AWTREY
sawtrey@ajc.com

Ronald Bradley is geiting a rare
opportunity to finish what he
started,

Bradley, who began his coach-
ing career at Newton County High
School, will get a chance to finish
it there. Bradley has been hired to
coach the boys varsity basketball
team. ‘,

“We're really looking forward to
it,” Bradley said. “So much of our
foundation was formed from our
days at Newton County, we’re ex-
cited to be going back.”

Bradley, 66, spent the last year
at Port St. Joe, Fla., where his
team went 277 and reached the
state semifinals.

But he’s best known for those,

days in tHe early ’60s when New-
ton County set the standard for
basketball success in Georgia.

Ronald

430-69
won-lost record
in 17 years at
Newton County.

During his 17-year tenure as Rams
coach, the program went 430-69
and won a national-record 129
consecutive home games. Newton
won 10 region championships,
reached the state finals three times
and won it all in 1964.

“I hope I can continue to coach
for a while,” Bradley said. “I enjoy
coaching, and I want to coach. It’s
always a challenge working with
young people, but it’s very
rewarding,”

Bradley’s career won-lost record
is 1,225-314, leaving him just 29
victories short of tying the late
D.B. Carroll for first place for most
career coaching wins,

Bradley also has coached at

| Bradley hada

|l coach Newton again

George Walton Academy, Trinity |
Christian, Loganville and Pied-
mont Academy. ‘

“I was coaching the game I love
and working with some great peo-
ple, but 1 knew I was really a
Georgian, and I needed to be back
there,” Bradley said of his one
year at Port St. Joe,

So when Billy Hendricks re-
signed, Bradley started getting
phone calls from former players
and colleagues encouraging him to
seek the job. He interviewed Tues-
day last week and was offered the
job Friday. Newton principal JW.
Rutledge played for Bradley on the
state championship team. |

Bradley was elected to the
Georgia Sports Hall of Fame in
1997. He was inducted into the
Georgia Athletic Coaches Associa-
tion’s Circle of Achievement in
1999,

Last year, he was awarded the
Steve Schmidt Award for out-
standing contributions to Georgia
basketball by the Atlanta Tipoff |
Club. Also, the Ronald M. Bradley
Gymnasium in Covington was
dedicated in his honor. ‘




